
  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



Volunteer and Employee Criminal History System (VECHS) 

Before an adoption or a foster care arrangement can take place, all states have statutes or regulations that require a fingerprint-

based background check of the prospective adoptive or foster parents. Many of the statutes also require a fingerprint-based 

background check on any adult residing in the household of the prospective adoptive or foster parents. 

Volunteers at agencies that offer "care" or "care placement services," or facilitate a program that offers "care" or "care placement 

services” in Florida, are required by the Volunteer and Employee Criminal History System (VECHS) to get a fingerprint-based Level 

2 background check. 

The National Child Protection Act, the Foley Act, and the Volunteers for Children Act, for the purposes of the availability of 

criminal history information, refer to a similar basic law which was implemented under Section 943.0542 of the 1999 Florida 

Statutes. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) initiated the VECHS program in 1999, after Section 943.0542 of the 

Florida Statutes. 

Through the VECHS program, FDLE and the FBI provide State and national criminal history record information on applicants, 

employees, and volunteers to qualified organizations, not to individuals. To become a qualified VECHS user, the required 

application and user agreement can be found on FDLE website: http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Background-Checks/VECHS-

Home.aspx 

Teachers, non-instructional employees, and volunteers at private schools in Florida are required by the Volunteer and Employee 

Criminal History System (VECHS) to get a fingerprint-based Level 2 Background Check. 

DCF requires licensure for people working with vulnerable populations in the following service areas: 

• Adult Protective Services – protecting vulnerable adults from abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

• Child Care Regulation – for licensed childcare facilities, licensed family day care homes, licensed large family childcare 

homes, registered family day care homes and specialized facilities for the care of mildly ill children. 

• Substance Abuse and Mental Health – care for the prevention, treatment, and recovery of children and adults with 

serious mental illnesses or substance abuse disorders. 

• Refugee Services – including victims of human trafficking. 

Florida DBPR Licensing 

The State of Florida requires that all individuals looking to obtain a license from the Florida Department of Business and 

Professional Regulation (DBPR) must complete a live scan Level 2 background check before they can apply for licensing in the 

following areas: 

• Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco 

• Athlete Agents 

• Auctioneers 

• Community Association Managers 

• Construction Industry 

• Drugs, Devices and Cosmetics Program 

• Employee Leasing Companies 

• Home Inspectors 

• Hotels, Motels, Apartments and other lodging 

• Mold-Related Services 

• Pari-Mutuel Wagering & Slots Facilities 

• Real Estate 

• Restaurants, Take-outs, Delivery, Caterers and Mobile Food Vendors 

• Talent Agencies 
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Examples of professional licensed and disciplined by DOH are: 

• Acupuncture 

• Anesthesiologist Assistants 

• Athletic Training 

• Certified Nursing Assistants 

• Chiropractic Medicine 

• Dentistry 

• Dietetics and Nutrition 

• Electrolysis 

• Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) and Paramedic 

• Hearing Aid Specialists 

• Massage Therapy 

• Medical Physicists 

• Medicine 

• Nursing 

• Occupational Therapy 

• Optometry 

• Osteopathic Medicine 

• Pharmacist 

• Physical Therapy 

• Physician Assistant 

• Podiatric Medicine 

• Psychologist 

• Speech Language Pathology & Audiology 

FBI Channeling Services: Below is a listing of key federal statutes authorizing fingerprint-based checks for 

non-criminal justice purposes: 

• Government Agencies 

• Federally chartered or insured banking institutions 

• Securities industry 

• Self-Regulatory Organizations (SRO) 

• Native American childcare, housing, and gaming 

• Public housing 

• Federal agency requirements 

Why might you want to get your own personal FBI background check? 

• To make sure your FBI record is complete, accurate, and up to date. 

• To review or to request a correction or update. 

• To challenge information on your record 

• To satisfy certain legal requirements, such as a requirement for adopting a child 

• To satisfy a requirement to live, work, study or teach abroad. 

• To satisfy a requirement to travel, now required by several countries. 

• Other court related matters 

 

 


